
Professor Maurice Bric is a Member and former Vice President of the Royal Irish 
Academy. He is also Emeritus Professor of History at University College Dublin and 
Director of the annual Daniel O’Connell Summer School (Cahersiveen/Derrynane, 
29/30 August 2025). He has written extensively on O’Connell including on how his 
campaigns were viewed at local level.

Professor Patrick Geoghegan is the Director of the Trinity Long Room Hub, Trinity’s 
Arts and Humanities Research Institute. The presenter of the award-winning Talking 
History on Newstalk, he is the author of two books on Daniel O’Connell. He organised 
a major conference in Trinity in July 2025 to mark the 250th anniversary of the 
Liberator’s birth.

Daniel O’Connell: Forgotten King of Ireland is a two-part documentary presented 
by Olivia O’Leary, directed by Alan Gilsenan and produced by Paddy Hayes.

Dr Jane O’Brien holds a PhD in History from the University of Galway on the Sisters 
of Mercy run Irish Industrial School System from the 1860s to 1930s. She works as a 
historical tour guide with Ennis Walking Tours and is Castle Historian at Dromoland 
Castle. 

Diarmuid de Faoite writes and performs across all media as well as producing and 
coaching. He performs locally, nationally and internationally. He narrated the award-
winning series, An Bhoireann (TG4, 2020). Diarmuid produces ‘Dúchas agus Dóchas, 
the Irish language songs of County Clare’.
The following musicians are participating in the O’Connell: the Liberator! concert: 
– Geraldine Cotter, Seán Lyons, Aisling Lyons, Éamon Cotter, Floriane Blancke, Tim 
Dennehy, Emer O’Flaherty, Pól Ó Ceannabháin, Paddy Hogan, Síofra Hogan, Síofra Ní 
Éilí Duggan, members of The Tulla Pipe Band, Shannon Gospel Choir, and performer 
Martin McNelis with visuals by Ciara Malone. 
Dr John Treacy is a local Clare historian with research interests in naval, maritime 
and military history.  He is the author of Clare and its People. 

Newpark House Collection – Clare County Council wish to thank Declan Barron 
from Newpark House, Roslevan for the items in the O’Connell exhibition. Thank you 
also to John Rattigan from Clare Museum and Michael Talty from the Clare Local 
Studies Centre for their ongoing support and assistance.   
Clare Arts Office commissioned Rachel Macmanus to paint an Eir Box in O’Connell 
Square in Ennis. The artwork will depict the statue of O’Connell from the top of the 
Monument.   

Organising Committee: Seán Lenihan, Clare County Council; Dolores Meaney, Clare 
Libraries; Siobhán Mulcahy, Clare Arts Office; Dr Billy O’Connell, Miltown Malbay 
& formerly Cahirsiveen, Co Kerry; Cllr Paul Murphy, Cathaoirleach of Clare County 
Council; Cllr Mary Howard, Mayor of Ennis.  

Biographies

Daniel O’Connell 
250 Commemoration

9 - 10 August 2025



The Daniel O’Connell 
Commemoration marks 

the 250th anniversary of 
O’Connell’s birth and his 
close ties with Co Clare 
where he was elected as 
M.P. in 1828. It has been 
organised by Clare County 
Council with input from 
Clare Libraries, Clare 
Museum and Clare Arts 
Office and the support of 
the Department of Culture, 
Communications and Sport. 

12 noon Welcome by MC Seán Lenihan, Clare County Council, 
Formal opening by Cathaoirleach Paul Murphy and Mayor of Ennis 
Mary Howard at De Valera Library, Ennis.

12.30pm Screening of documentary Daniel O’Connell: Forgotten King of Ireland. 
Part I, Tua Films in De Valera Library, Ennis

1.30pm Screening of documentary Daniel O’Connell: Forgotten King of Ireland. 
Part II, Tua Films in De Valera Library, Ennis

2.30 pm Lecture by Prof. Patrick Geoghegan in De Valera Library, Ennis.  
Our Liberator: Daniel O’Connell and the Campaign for Civil Rights.

4.30pm Lecture by Prof. Maurice Bric in De Valera Library, Ennis:
Daniel O’Connell: Kerryman, Clareman, Citizen of the World.

8pm O’Connell: the Liberator: the life and legacy of a political giant  
in music, song and story.  
Commemorative concert in glór, Ennis produced and directed by 
Diarmuid de Faoite.

The Clare Election 
of 1828 

by Declan Barron

Saturday 9 August 2025

12.30pm Meeting at O’Connell Monument in Ennis.
Wreath laying by Cathaoirleach Paul Murphy and Mayor of Ennis Mary 
Howard. 

12.45pm Daniel O’Connell Oration by Dr. John Treacy with music by Frank 
Whelan from Clare CCE.

1.00pm Burial of Time Capsule to be opened in 50 years time.

1.30pm Walking Tour of Ennis with Dr. Jane O’Brien.

Sunday 10 August 2025

These exhibitions will open on Wednesday, 6 August and run until  
Wednesday, 20 August
De Valera 
Library, 
Ennis

Exhibition of O’Connell memorabilia from the Newpark House 
Collection and a book display of O’Connell related titles. 

Clare 
Museum, 
Ennis

The Museum will exhibit artefacts from the Newpark Collection 
of O’Connell related memorabilia. A coat of O’Connell’s and three 
original O’Connell letters can be viewed as part of Clare Museum’s 
longterm collection. These letters are now also available in an 
interactive digital display.  

Exhibitions 

The Clare Election of 1828 

by Declan Barron

In June 1828 William Vesey Fitzgerald, Conservative M.P. for 

Clare, was forced to run for re–election when he accepted a post 

in Government. Daniel O’Connell opposed him in the election 

although, as a Catholic, he could not take his seat in Parliament. 

O’Connell’s subsequent victory ultimately let to the granting of 

Catholic Emancipation in 1829. 

 
    We are grateful to Declan Barron for donating this article, 

which is taken from his thesis, “James Patrick ‘The O’Gorman 

Mahon’: His early life and influences”. M.A. in Local Studies, 

University of Limerick, 2004.

‘Catholic Petitioners or Symptoms of a Peacable Appeal’. A cartoon depicting Daniel O’Connell leading an angry 

mob towards London, trampling upon the Oath of Allegiance and holding the Catholic rent roll, the source of 

funds for the Catholic Association.
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then existed between the members of the Roman Catholic Church and 

the Protestants of Ireland – a subject which had for centuries caused 

blood to flow and discord to lift her head throughout the sister 

kingdom.
I was not surprised, then, when I found that we (who were 

quartered in Limerick) were ordered over to keep the peace 

in the county of Clare. Right and left, orders of the same 

effect flew out; and long before the day of nomination a force 

of some 6000 men were collected in and around the town 

of Ennis. The officers of the regiment to which I belonged 

were quartered in Clare Castle, our men and horses in the 

adjoining village – being thus situated within two miles of 

the polling-booths. As regarded our personal comforts, I cannot 

say much for them, being forced (as were all others) to share 

my bedroom with eight or ten brother officers. But as the duty 

would probably be over in a few days, we laughed at these and other 

little inconveniences, and enjoyed ourselves as well as we could. Not 

so was it with our worthy Colonel, who, with the head-quarters of the 

regiment, was also present. He had been to Sir C. D., who commanded 

the whole force on this occasion, and remonstrated with him.

“We are wretchedly quartered, General. Could you not manage to 

improve our position ?”

“Indeed !” replied the other. “I thought your men were remarkably 

well put up.”

“So they are, Sir Charles; bout our horses – “

“Oh, never mind them,” replied the chief, who had always been an 

infantry officer. “If the men are well off, hang the horses.”

“Hang the horses, General ?” screamed the old colonel, who 

had watched them with a father’s eye during two-thirds of his life. 

“Hang the horses ! No, you can’t mean that ! Hang the horses !” and 

suddenly turning around, the old cavalry officer bolted out of the room, 

still reiterating the obnoxious fate to which his troopers had been 

consigned. Some vowed that he did so in tears, while others declared 

that he gave his men an extra foot parade that evening, to show how he 

undervalued them as compared with his horses. Be the case however as 

it may, the General had unwittingly wounded the Colonel in his most 

sensitive part. He ate little that day at mess, and the adjutant, who sat 

next to him, assured me he heard him utter, more than once, “Hang my 

horses, indeed ! Hang my horses !” in tones of impassioned indignation.

The mess-man of the infantry regiment legitimately quartered in 

the Castle (I think it was the Fifteenth), with great ingenuity made up 

a mess for us all, and really spread a fair dinner before us, to which we 

did ample justice.

On the day of my arrival, just as we were sitting down, who should 

come in but O’Gorman Mahon, the right arm – at least, so I believe 

he styled himself – of Daniel O’Connell. He sat down with us and 

delighted us with his brilliant jokes and truly amusing conversation. 

He was the very antithesis to the agitator’s left arm – Tom Steele, 

who was certainly, though very clever and well-read, one of the dullest 

Contemporary account taken from 

‘Recollections of an Irish Police Magistrate’ 

by Henry Robert Addison (London 1862)

Daniel O’Connell’s Election

I
n 1828 Daniel O’Connell publicly proclaimed his intention of 

coming forward as a candidate to represent the borough of Ennis 

(County Clare) in the House of Commons. The first announcement 

of this strange intention was received with derisive smiles 

and a general expression of doubt. But when the great Agitator’s 

measures were seriously commenced for the purpose of carrying out 

this object, the then Government got naturally alarmed. Aware of the 

extraordinary influence this celebrated patriot possessed, well read in 

the violent and exciting oratory in which the popular hero indulged, 

nothing less than a rebellion throughout the south of Ireland could be 

expected to arise for an occasion like the present, when thousands and 

thousands of the peasantry would be drawn together and addressed in 

fiery language on those religious topics, those unjust distinctions which 
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Henry Robert 
Addison

Top: The 
Marketplace and 

Court-House, Ennis 

Co. Clare 1820 by 

William Turner de 

Londe

The Sir C. D. is Sir 

Charles Doyle

Mahon and Steele) addressed those assembled ‘using very strong 
language’ to point out Fitzgerald’s political conduct. James O’Gorman 
attempted to say a few words on Fitzgerald’s behalf but was forced to 
quit from the ‘shouting and hissing’.Richard Lalor Sheil gives us a first hand account of this momentous 

election in ‘Sketches of the Irish Bar’. Firstly he introduces the 
characters.

He describes O’Gorman Mahon :-‘Nature has been peculiarly favourable to him. He has a very 
striking physiognomy, of the Corsair character, which the Protestant 
Gulnares, and the Catholic Medoras, find it equally difficult to 
resist. His figure is tall, and he is peculiarly free and dégagé in all 
his attitudes and movements. On any other his attire would appear 
singularly fantastical. His manners are exceedingly frank and natural, 

and have a character of kindliness as well as of self-reliance, imprinted 

upon them. He is wholly free from embarrassment and mauvaise 
honte, and carries a well-founded consciousness of his personal 
merit; which is, however, so well united with urbanity, that it is not 
in the slightest degree offensive. His talents as a popular speaker are 
considerable. He derives from external qualifications an influence over 

the multitude, which men of diminutive stature are somewhat slow of 
obtaining. ….. when O’Gorman Mahon throws himself out before the 
people, and touching his whiskers with one hand, brandishes the other, 

an enthusiasm is at once produced, to which the fair portion of the 

Cartoon of the 
Campaign for 
the County Clare By-Election, 
1828 (engraving) courtsey of the British Museum
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